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Cat Hospital 
of  

Portland 
  

8065 SE 13th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97202 

503.235.7005 
www.portlandcats.com 
 
 

Chico Hospital  
For Cats 

 
548 W. East Avenue 

Chico, CA 95926 
530.892.2287 

www.chicocats.com 

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE AND ACUPUNTURE 
By Dr. Colleen Prather 
 
 

Acupuncture has been used on animals as long as 3,500 years ago, when, as legend 
says, an elephant was treated for a stomach disorder similar to bloating. Since then 
acupuncture and other forms of Traditional Chinese Medicine have been used to treat 
a variety of problems including pain, arthritis, heart, lung, kidney, digestive, allergic 
and behavioral problems. Traditional Chinese Medicine can be used to treat almost 
any imbalance except those requiring surgery. People wonder why we need to know 
about these ancient healing arts when we have such a technologically advanced system 
of Western medicine in this country?  Western  medicine can effectively treat acute, 
traumatic illness, but is limited in its approach to the chronic problems. 

 
Traditional Chinese Medicine is a more rounded and holistic approach.  It recognizes 
patterns of disease and imbalances that Western medicine does not. Traditional Chi-
nese Medicine encompasses a broad framework of interactions.  It can pick up an im-
balance before it becomes a disease.  In this way, it can be used as a preventative    
therapy to help keep an individual healthy.    
 
As our feline companions' life spans increase, geriatric health care becomes a focus of 
veterinary practice.  With geriatric patients, the primary goal is to promote their qual-
ity of life rather than cure their diseases.  A number of reports have demonstrated that 
Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine could help accomplish this goal. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE - BE A  VOLUNTEER!!! 
 

Oregon Humane Society 503.285.7722 
Cat Adoption Team 503.925.8803 
House of Dreams 503.262.0763 
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"Bye-Bye Birdie", "Predator", "Bird on a Wire", 
"The Hunger”, "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" 

Happy Thanksgiving 

EEMERGENCY CAREMERGENCY CARE  
Are you able to distinguish the signs of minor feline illness from those call-
ing for an immediate trip to the emergency veterinary clinic? Knowing signs 
of serious symptoms may save you a midnight trip to the emergency clinic. 
If your cat (or other pets) have any of the signs listed below, take them im-
mediately for care as these are considered emergencies! 
 
• Labored breathing, respiratory distress 
• Loss of consciousness 
• Difficulty walking or staying on feet 
• Inability to urinate 
• Penetrating wounds or fractures 
• Any evidence of poisoning 
• Massive bleeding 
• Severe burns 
• Frequent vomiting 
 
BE PREPARED 
Know the address and phone number of the emergency clinic. Keep this in-
formation near your phone at all times. 
Transport cat in carrier for everyone’s safety.  
Take relevant documents, medical records and list of medications your cat 
may be taking. 
Be patient, unstable animals are seen first and there may be a wait. 
Be prepared to pay for all emergency services at the time services per-
formed. 
NW Veterinary Specialists 503.656.3999 
Emergency Vet. Clinic of Tualatin  503.691.7922 
Dove Lewis 503.228.7281 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

*Some people believe that black cats have special powers 
and abilities. 
*In Australia and Britain, black cats are though to be lucky. 
*Another belief states: A bride will have a happy married 
life if a black cat sneezes near her on her wedding day.  
*All cats were thought to be sacred in ancient Egypt. 
*Fisherman's wives kept black cats while their husbands 
went away to sea. They believed that the black cats would 
prevent danger from occurring to their husbands. These 
black cats were considered so valuable that they were often 
stolen. 
*If a black cat crosses your path, you will have GOOD luck. 
Yes, that's right some believe that this event bring GOOD 
luck. Variations to this belief say that you must politely 
greet the cat OR stroke the cat 3 times to bring the good luck 
*King Charles I of England owned a black cat, whom he 
valued very much. He treasured the cat so much that he had 
his guards watch over it 24 hours a day. As luck would have 
it, the day after the cat died from an illness, the 
king was arrested………….. 

Rising Cost of Pet Foods 
 

The economy has been hard for all of us, but pet  owners face an addi-
tional challenge. The U.S. Bureau of Labor’s Consumer Price Index 
reports that pet food prices for the second quarter of  2008 have risen 
by 9%. While that is not as high as our groceries or our gasoline, it is 
the most significant increase in pet food in years. The reason is the 
cost of grains. Corn and rice that are used in pet foods have gone up 
and the costs have been passed on to the consumer.  
 
CHP and Purina have teamed up to help give you a little bit of relief. 
When you purchase any of the Purina CNM Veterinary Diets cut and 
save the weight circles.  
Bring in 9 weight circles and receive your 10th bag FREE!! If there 
are any questions,  feel free to call for more de-
tails.  
 
We hope it helps………….  
  


